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News & Notes:  

Horsepower’s With Controllability is Steve Saleen’s Mission 
Horsepower rating has become the most promoted number to rate the prestige of owning a supercar. 
Without the suspension and braking to handle the power, horsepower is useless. Steve Saleen’s new 
Saleen 351 has achieved a superior combination of power and handling. Supercharged Black Label 
Saleen 351 #13-001 has 602.43 RWHP with 544.05ft-lbs Torque. By special order, this Prototype was 
built with an automatic transmission. The calculated engine horsepower is 750-770 HP.  

The engine is a Ford 5.8 Liter engine that was built from a Ford 5.4 Liter engine using plasma-
transferred wire arch cylinder technology that sprays on cylinder liners instead of using cast-iron cylin-
der liners. The use of this engine Ford engine goes back to Saleen’s production of the Ford GT. The 
Saleen 351 has a 2.8 Liter twin screw supercharger that supplied 16.15 lbs of boost for the dyno run 
below. To handle the increased horsepower, the engine has upgraded forged pistons and rods. 

Saleen 351 #001 has the optional Watts Link suspension for superior control. All of the power and 
handling is wrapped in a Saleen Black Label package with the full front and rear fascias, rear spoiler, 
and the Red Butterfly™ dual side induction hood with air injection. Distinctive styling, air management, 
horsepower, and handling have traditionally been included in Saleen vehicles. The new Saleen 351 
has revived an iconic name “351” and taken the model to an all new level of performance.  

 



  

4    SUMMER SPECIAL EDITION  

WWW.SOEC.ORG 

SALEEN OWNERS AND ENTHUSIASTS CLUB 

 

Building the SALEEN 351 Prototype 
Text & photos by: Betsy & Rudy Beyer 

L et’s go back to the spring of 2010 when Steve Saleen announced that, at some point, he was going to build a 351 Mus-
tang. We were with Steve at a show and told him that we would love to have another 351. We own 1997 Supercharged S351 
Speedster #97-0014. At that time we also owned Supercharged Saleen #91-001 and Supercharged Saleen S281 #07-0014. 
These two Saleens were sacrificed to get our new 351. Last fall Steve was working on his plans for the new Saleen 351 model. 
At that time we ordered our Saleen 351.  

The car is the Prototype Saleen 351. Its body components are the same as on the Black Label Saleen 302, but that’s where 
the similarities end! Its engine is a Ford 5.4 liter aluminum block made into a 5.8 liter block through a process called Plasma 
Technology. It was custom modified to Saleen specifications. It has a 2.8 liter supercharger with 12-14 pounds of boost. This 
combination produces over 700HP.  

The transmission is the new Len Tech Strip Terminator Automatic Transmission custom built to Saleen Specifications for 
Saleen 351 #001. This Saleen received an automatic transmission by special order for  Betsy Beyer. As one ages and knees 
aren’t what the used to be, the automatic transmission was a must. 

From saleen.com, the following description says it all. “The Saleen 351 Mustang Black Label is the crown jewel of Saleen styl-
ing and performance in one package. Offering 700HP and featuring the Saleen Red Butterfly Induction hood, the Black Label 
model is the most extreme Saleen Mustang to date.” 

The new Saleen 351 has been referred to as the S351 because of its heritage from the 1994-2000 S351 models. It has been 
referred to as the 351X and the 351 Extreme, but the official badges display “351”. All of these labels refer to the Saleen 351 
that was debuted as #001. The 351 Extreme and 351X are not separate models. 

We had the pleasure of being present at the Saleen facility in Corona, California while our new Saleen 351 was being built. The 
tow truck arrived with a glowing Orange County Orange Metallic Mustang body. In the bright California sun, the color resem-
bles Grabber Orange, but with a deeper orange and a definite sparkle of the metallic specks. Beside a photo of our 2007 Grab-
ber Orange Saleen, the 2007 looked like a pale orange that needed some sunshine to brighten it up. When the car was taken 
into the garage, the orange color became dominate. The color was developed for this Saleen 351. Steve Saleen knew that we 
loved the color of our 2007 Grabber Orange. Our goal was to have a unique, outstanding, outrageous color. This goal has 
been achieved. This Saleen 351 is sure to be noticed, even in a crowd! 

As the Saleen parts were added, the character of the car developed.  The door panels, mirrors, moldings, and weather strip-
ping were installed first.  The front end received the headlights and engine.  Without the engine, the car was just a lifeless 
body.  The addition of the Saleen windshield band gave the Mustang its Saleen identity.  The brakes and suspension added 
the famous handling features.  The front and rear fascias were completely replaced with the Saleen custom fascias, which give 
the Saleen its distinctive style.  Unlike tuners, Saleen is a manufacturer and has the authority to change the bumper system, 
not just modify the Ford bumpers.   

The Prototype Saleen 351 #13-001 is a 2013 Mustang. Since it is the first Saleen 351 being built, we have been given the 
honor of receiving Saleen ID #13-001. Some Saleen fans on the forums were surprised that #001 was being sold directly to a 
customer. Traditionally, #001 is reserved for Steve Saleen. As we already stated, it is a great honor to receive ID #001. As 
most of the readers of this newsletter already know, we travel to a lot of shows and assist Steve at events. Expect to see #001 
anywhere! Predominately it will be at shows in the eastern US, but its public debut was in California at the Knott’s Berry Farm 
All Ford Show on April 21, 2013. It appeared at the All Ford Nationals in Carlisle, Pennsylvania on June 7-9, 2013 with Steve 
Saleen and the Mustangs Northwest’s 33rd Annual Mustang Roundup and All Ford picnic in Bellevue, Washington on July 
20&21, 2013. It is also scheduled to appear at the Saleen Nationals in Conroe, Texas on August 1-4, 2013 and the Mid-Florida 
Mustang Club 2013 Grand National Show, Mustangs at the Mickyard, at Walt Disney World Coronado Resort, Orlando, Florida 
August 30-September 1, 2013. From Florida, the car is scheduled to return to California for the Saleen Annual Car Show & 
Open House in Corona, California on September 14, 2013. (The schedule is subject to change.) 

This custom styling, superior handling, braking, and horsepower are the features that attracted us to purchase the Saleen 351. 
The great attention to detail and quality workmanship make owning a Saleen a special honor. 
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Above & below: The black convertible 
was dismantled and painted its Saleen 
Signature color, Orange County Orange 
Metallic, that was developed for this 2013 
Saleen 351 #001. The engine compart-
ment was painted to match the exterior. 
There are no signs that this was a black 
Mustang! 

Above: Steve Saleen and the crew are 
checking out the car. 

Above: It was time to put the car back 
together. All of the parts were stored in the 
large box on the left.  

Above: The tonneau cover was waiting to 
be painted. 

Above: Ready for suspension work. 

Above: The interior door panels were in-
stalled. 

Above: Trunk lid was installed. 

Above: New Len Tech Strip Terminator 
Automatic transmission custom built to 
Saleen Specifications for Saleen 351 
#001.  

Above: Empty engine bay waiting for new 
wire harnesses and the 351 engine. 
Below: The new 5.8 liter engine installed 
and ready for wiring. The engine is a Ford 
5.8 Liter engine modified to Saleen specifi-
cations. 

Above: Supercharger installation. 
Below: Custom black powder coated 
valve covers with a Saleen logo. 

Above: Watts Link suspension. 

Below: Saleen Signature Series Brakes, 
14.0” ABS cross drilled front rotors with 6-
piston calipers. 
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Above: Side skirts with integrated brake 
intakes. 

Above & below: Front Fascia with high 
volume radiator intake, brake intakes, 
side vents, and integrated front splitter 
with heat exchanger intakes. 

Above & below: High downforce rear 
spoiler and Speedster sport bar. 

Above & below: Rear fascia with dual 
exhaust cooling vents, high downforce 
rear diffuser with integrated exhaust and 
center vent with F1 style LED race lamp, 
and rear fender end caps. 

Above & below: Red Butterfly™ dual side 
induction hood with air injection. Below 
Steve Saleen proudly shows off the new 
hood. 

Above: The body styling really came to-
gether for that distinctive Saleen style. 

Above: View from the balcony. 

Above & below: It was a hard decision, 
but the final choice was Saleen black 
wheels. The decision was made because 
the black chrome wheels blend in better 
and allow the Orange County Orange 
color to grab your attention. Some people 
felt that the black chrome wheels gave the 
Saleen a more beastly, menacing look!  

Above & below: Ready for the interior. 
Saleen logo embroidered on leather and 
Alcantara two tone chevron performance 
seating, and embroidered floor and cargo 
mats. 
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Above: Saleen serialized front bumper 
number and serialized dash emblem. 

Below: Saleen fender 351 model emblem. 

Above & below: Steve Saleen personally 
added the “SPEEDSTER” emblem to the 
tonneau cover. 

Above: Red Butterfly™ dual side induction hood with air injection. 

Above & below: The Powerful Heart of Saleen 351 #001.  
Engine - 351 cubic inches, supercharged, over 700-horsepower. 

Power in the Hands of a Few!   

Above & below: The completed interior. 
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Left: Steve Saleen adding his personal signature to the custom leather 
trunk insert cover. Now the new Saleen 351 #001 is ready for 

“Power in the hands of a Few”. 
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Above, left & right: Custom leather trunk lid insert. 

Above, below, & right: Photos taken during the stangtv.com photo shoot & interview. 
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SALEEN and SOEC present the World's Largest Saleen Show 
Join Steve Saleen, the Saleen family, and the team at "Saleen Headquarters" as we welcome the Saleen Owners 
and Enthusiasts Club and all Saleen owners and enthusiasts at their annual open house and car show. This is the 
world's largest gathering of Saleens! 

Friday evening: SOEC Members, Non-Members, and Guests Dinner (casual meet with locals and out-of-towners; 
pay-your-own way). Meet at 5:30 p.m. at Saleen. 

Saturday, September 14, 2013: Car Show and Open House 

 More than 30 Saleen and SMS classes! 
 Expanded classes for 2005-09 S-series 3-Valve, Supercharged, and 

Extreme! 
 Also classes for other Mustangs and Fords, plus Chevrolet Camaro, 

Dodge Challenger, and more! 
 Special Display Only category for those who don't want their Saleen 

judged -- bring your daily driver or fixer-upper! 
 Special SOEC awards for Saleen entries: Longest Distance Driven, 

Longest Distance Traveled, Best Non-Judged (nomination required). 
 Saleen worldwide headquarters factory tours. 
 Entertainment for the kids! 
 Poster signing and autograph session with Steve! 
 Steve Saleen will autograph Saleen vehicles after the show -- please 

be by your Saleen or SMS vehicle to have it signed. 

Sunday, September 15, 2013: SOEC Breakfast Open to all - meet at the 
main lobby of the Ayres Suites in Corona at 9:30 for a cruise to breakfast. 
Register at http://www.eventbrite.com/event/5710229450/eivtefrnd# 

 
Steve Saleen Signature Event:  
Mustangs at the Mickyard 
August 30-September 1, 2013 
http://www.mustangsatthemickyard.com  
http://www.midfloridamustangclub.com/gn13.html 
 
Mustangs at the Mickyard will be held on Friday, August 30, through Sunday, September 1, 2013. The host hotel, inside Walt Disney 
World, Florida is the Coronado Springs Resort. The rate is only $99/night, plus you will receive two free after 4 P.M. park tickets. Hotel 
reservations have been available since April 17, 2012. A one night deposit is required when you make the reservation. You do NOT 
need to be an MCA member to reserve a room(s), at the discounted rate. Just use the group number below. Family and friends are 
welcome and are eligible for the same great rate! This special rate is good from Monday, August 26, 2013 through Friday, September 
6, 2013. The show has a guaranteed block of rooms. If the rooms sell out quickly, the Coronado will expand the block for a short time. 
Reserve your room now to get the discounted rate and ticket package. These same rooms are usually priced at $350-$495/night, with 
no freebies. Don’t wait and be disappointed. If needed, you are permitted to cancel your room(s) up to a week in advance of your res-
ervation. Several Saleen owners have already made reservations!  

Disney has a dedicated phone number to assist with the reservations for this show.  Phone: 1-407-939-4686  

Hotel: Coronado Springs Resort or the Orleans, as available. 

Group name: Mustang Club of America Grand National 2013 Group #: G0605618   

The Saleen Owners and Enthusiasts Club is pleased to announce that Steve Saleen will be at the 2013 MCA Grand National Mus-
tangs at the Mickyard Show. He will have autograph sessions at his display, autograph Saleen vehicles, and is scheduled to be a 
guest speaker at the Sunday, September 1, 2013 Awards Banquet. The Supercharged, 700-horsepower, Saleen 351 Speedster 
#2013-001, Prototype for the 2014 Saleen 351, will be at the Saleen display during the show. 

As with any event that is on Steve Saleen’s schedule, last minute changes are always a possibility, so check the events on the 
soec.org forums. 



      

     


