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News & Notes:  

Steve Saleen's #001 SMS-Bondurant Camaro 
Unveiled: Auctioned for Charity  
 

The first SMS 620 Camaro was completed at Steve Saleen's SMS 
Supercars in Corona, California, and was auctioned at Barrett-Jackson auction in Scottsdale, Arizona on January 19, 2012.  The auc-
tion was broadcasted live on the Speed Channel.  The 620 Camaro is a bright yellow, special SMS-Bondurant edition.   
 

The SOEC website, soec.org, reported the following: “In a joint effort with Steve Saleen's former racing teammate Bob Bondurant and 
the Bob Bondurant School of High Performance Driving, it will be auctioned to raise money for Cox Charities and Make-a-Wish Foun-
dation of Arizona.  In a phone interview given to SOEC shortly after the completion of SMS 620 Camaro #001, Steve Saleen proudly 
stated, ‘at SMS Supercars, we now design and build performance lifestyle vehicles on all three American Musclecar platforms -- the 
Dodge Challenger, Ford Mustang, and Chevrolet Camaro -- not too many others can say that!’  This SMS-Bondurant 620 Camaro 
features a 6.2 Liter V8 engine with over 620hp and 525ft/lb of torque.  …All proceeds to benefit the Make-a-Wish Foundation of Ari-
zona and Cox Charities.  Cox Charities has awarded more than $3.4 million in grants to local non-profits focused on youth, education 
and technology.  Funds are raised through Cox employee contributions, customer donations, and community partnerships with organi-
zations like Barrett-Jackson.  Every dollar raised goes directly back into the community.” 
 

The Mothers Polish wheel cleaner commercial featuring HRE Wheels, SMS Supercars and Pirelli Tire was aired during the SPEED 
Channel broadcast of the auction.  Both the Bondurant School of High Performance Driving and SMS Supercars are marketing part-
ners of Mothers.  Each Black Label SMS vehicle gets a Mothers Detail Kit.  Mothers is the sponsor of SOEC's Detailing Forum. 
 

SOEC Forums post http://saleenforums.soec.org/showthread.php?p=73703#post73703 
 

Barrett-Jackson Lot: 3022 - 2011 CHEVROLET CAMARO SMS BONDURANT 
Lot Number: 3022 
Auction: SCOTTSDALE 2012 
Status: SOLD FOR CHARITY 
Sale Type: NO RESERVE 
Price: $100,000.00 
Year: 2011 
Make: CHEVROLET 
Model: CAMARO 
Style: SMS BONDURANT 
VIN: 2G1FS1EW2B9101940 
Exterior Color: YELLOW 
Interior Color: BLACK/SILVER 
Cylinders: V8 
Engine Size: 6.2 LITER 
Transmission: 6-SPEED MANUAL 

Above and below: Barrett-Jackson listing and photos from  
http://www.barrett-jackson.com/application/onlinesubmission/lotdetails.aspx? 
 

More photos are on page 17. 
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Above: Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Celebration Waterfront 
Cruise, July 19, 2011.   Left, Grabber Orange Supercharged 
S281 #07-0014 and right, Supercharged S351 #97-0014. 

2011 Pittsburgh Vintage  
Grand Prix Races  
and Car Shows 
 

The Annual Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix activities include a 
road rally, black-tie dinner, muscle car races, car shows, car 
cruise, downtown Pittsburgh parade and displays, Tune-Up 
Party, and Schenley Park Race Weekend.  The annual events 
benefit the Allegheny Valley School and the Autism Society of 
Pittsburgh.  2011 was the 29th consecutive running of the Vin-
tage Races.  Through the years events have been added to 
make the current 10-day celebration that was held on July 10 
through 24. 
 

Several Saleens participated in various events.  The main event 
was the Vintage Racing that was held in Schenley Park, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania.  While the vintage race cars raced around 
the winding city park roads, cars of all ages and makes were on 
display on the Schenley Park Golf Course.  Pittsburgh has the 
distinction of hosting the only vintage street racing held on ac-
tual  city streets. 

Above & right column: Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Down-
town Pittsburgh car display at the USX Tower (formerly U.S. 
Steel Tower) on July 20.  The cars  were parked on the plaza to 
advertise the Vintage Races and Car Shows that were held in 
Schenley Park.  Volunteers for the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand 
Charities sold merchandise to visitors and distributed information 
about the charity and events.  
 

The USX Tower is 841 feet high and was completed in 1970.  It 
is the tallest building in Pittsburgh, 4th tallest building in Pennsyl-
vania, and the 35th tallest building in the United States.   
Information and Pittsburgh photo below: http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/List_of_tallest_buildings_in_Pittsburgh 
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Above and below: Saleen S281SC #2009-009. 

Above: Saleen S281 #05-578. 

Above: This Saleen has competed in Solo II Racing.  The 
owner is an active volunteer for the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand 
Prix Races, but he does not currently race this Saleen.  Some of 
his Solo II Racing Championships photos are archived on he 
following webpage.  
http://saleen351.home.comcast.net/photos1/photos1.htm 

Above and below: Left, Supercharged S281 #07-14.   Right, 
the companion Lincoln Navigator that is the tow vehicle for the 
trailer that hauls the Saleen.  The Navigator proudly displays 
Saleen graphics and has custom wheels and a deep rumbling 
custom exhaust system, but it isn’t a real Saleen.  It does have 
the signatures of Steve and Molly Saleen, and Steve Saleen’s 
SMS Supercars decals. 

Above: 1989 Saleen SSC, Saleen Su-
per Car, #94 of 161 produced.  This 
Saleen is often referred to as the 5th 
Anniversary Saleen.  This pristine, all 
original car is new to the Pittsburgh 
Area.  After an exhaustive search, 
owner Jason Uhler added this car to his 
collection that also contains Shelby 
Mustangs. 

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Car Show 
 

The Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix International Car Show was 
on the Schenley Park Golf Course.  Over 2000 cars were 
parked in various sections of the golf course on July 23 & 24, 
2011.  The show was a combination of car shows representing 
all makes and models.  The 2011 Marque was Porsche and the 
Spotlight Car was cars of Carroll Shelby, including the late 
model Ford Shelby Cobra.  Mustangs were well represented on 
the American Cars Show field. 

 

The official truck of the Pittsburgh Vintage 
Grand Prix is the Ford Truck - Built Ford 
Tough.  The Neighborhood Ford Stores 

have been proud sponsors since 2004. 
 

Mustangs were well represented at the show, and some 
Saleens were among the Mustangs. 
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Lake Erie MCA Regional Mustang Show 
 

Ohio and Pennsylvania Saleen owners annually attend the Lake 
Erie Mustang Owners Club (LEMOC) Regional MCA show in 
Girard, Pennsylvania.  The event was on August 7, 2011 at Bob 
Ferrando Ford. 
 

Below: The U. S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program 
was the recipient of the proceeds of the Lake Erin Mustang 
Owners Club show.  The Marines were present with a display of 
their vehicles. 

Above, left to right: Tom & Linda Kennedy, and Steve Saleen 
at the Ashville, North Carolina Show on September 4, 2010. 
Below: Linda & Tom Kennedy’s Torch Red Supercharged S281 
#05-1263 at the Lake Erie Mustang Owners Club Show on   
August 7, 2011.   

Thank You to Steve Saleen 
 

The original story Make My Day appeared in the Autumn 2010 
issue of Saleen Alley.  “Linda and Tom Kennedy made the trip 
to the Asheville, North Carolina show to meet Steve Saleen and 
get their Torch Red Supercharged S281 #05-1263 personally 
autographed by Steve Saleen.”  At that time Linda Kennedy was 
battling cancer.  She lost the battle and died in February 2011.  
In memory of Linda’s love of their Saleen, her husband Tom 
Kennedy continues to go to shows with their Saleen.  He was at 
the Erie, Pennsylvania show on August 7, 2011 and again ex-
pressed his thanks to Steve Saleen for the time he spent signing 
their car at the Asheville, North Carolina Show.   

Above: Grabber Orange Supercharged Saleen S281 #07-14. 
Below: Saleen S281 # 05-1153. 

Left: Lake Erie Mustang Owners Club show on August 7, 2011.  
You might notice that several Grabber Orange Mustangs are in 
the photo.  A group of Grabber Orange Mustangs of all years 
attended the show.  www.grabberorange.net  
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Saleen Mustangs Are Admired 
in Australia Too! 
Text and photos submitted by: Helen Doyle, SOEC - Australia  
 

The Mustang Owners Club of Western Australia in Perth, West-
ern Australia had their Annual Roundup & Concourse on May 7, 
2011.  Some of the cars are judged and others attend just for 
the Show and Shine.  Harry Martin’s Laser Red S281 #98-10 
Saleen was a great attraction at the event.  Harry stole the show 
again and won the gold trophy in the original class judged cate-
gory.  That now makes three wins in a row for Harry.  Of course, 
Steve Saleen is also a winner down under (in Australia).  
 

There are now a few more people in Western Australia that 
have bought Saleens.  The Australians hope one day Steve can 
make a visit to see their Saleens, with the right side drive con-
versions.  
 

We were with a group of Mustang and Saleen owners from Aus-
tralia that attended the Mustang 40th Anniversary Celebration at 
the Nashville Speedway, April 15-18, 2004.  We had an abso-
lute blast meeting Steve, as well as many from the SOEC.  We 
can’t wait for 2014 when we will return to the U.S. for the Mus-
tang 50th, no matter where it is going to be held.  We were fortu-
nate to have met Steve at the SOEC stand in Nashville where 
Steve & Brad Bowling signed & entered Harry’s car into the reg-
istry. 
 

We (Helen Doyle and Harry 
Martin) own a hotel in a place 
called Meekatharra, which is in 
the middle of Western Australia 
800 Kilometers (496 miles) 
north of Perth.  Whilst we re-
side in Perth, we commute 
regularly to the pub, obviously 
not in the Saleen.  Our hotel is called the Commercial Hotel 
Meekatharra.  See the website www.commercialmeeka.com.au 
for details, but be warned, it is in the middle of nowhere with lots 
of red dust.  The hotel is an old colonial building, sort of like your 
wild west.  Meekatharra is a major mining region, mainly gold & 
iron ore.  Most of the workers do what we call fly in - fly 
out.  That means they live in either Perth or sometimes even 
from the eastern states & fly up for work for about 2 weeks and 
then go home for a week.  The pub is used mainly by our locals 
& people that travel thru for work or travel.   
 

Harry and I also work at the Australasian Safari, an off road mo-
tor event.  See www.australasiansafari.com.au for details.  We 
work on the event doing the security, travel thru outback west 
Australia with the event, and have a great time with all the com-
petitors & support crews.   
 

I was asked to give everyone some information about having a 
Saleen down under.  It is quite a complicated process.  It in-
cludes government rules & regulations.  In Harry’s case, he was 
not allowed to have the Saleen steel wheels, supercharger, and 
numerous other items including the 18 inch wheels.  We were 
not aware of the difficulties regarding conversion to right hand 
drive until we visited the Saleen factory in Irvine and saw for 
ourselves the high standards and finish that Steve puts into his 
cars.  Conversion in Australia sadly does produce some imper-
fections.  

Above: The Mustang Owners Club of Western Australia in Perth, 
Western Australia had their Annual Roundup & Concourse on 
May 7, 2011.   Harry Martin’s laser red Saleen S281 is in the fore-
front. 
Below: Left, Harry Martin with his Laser Red S281 Saleen #98-10 
and Craig Murray with his recently imported S281 Saleen #06-
279.  Both are proud Saleen owners and members of the Mus-
tang Owners Club in Perth, Western Australia.  If you look closely, 
you might notice the right-hand side steering. 

Above: Helen Doyle, SOEC - Australia.  Photo taken at the 
beach, Indian Ocean close to Helen and Harry’s home in the 
western suburbs of Perth, Australia.  The next stop from this 
beach is Africa. 

Right: Meekatharra, Western Australia is a major supply centre for 
the pastoral and mining area in the Murchison region.  Notice the 
“red dust” referred to in the above article. Photo and information 
credit: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meekatharra,_Western_Australia 
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Test Drive: SMS 302 White Label Mustang #11-003 
Text and photos by: Betsy Beyer 
 

Steve Saleen’s #11-003 SMS White Label 302 Mustang remained in Niles, Michigan 
after the July 1, 2011 Steve Saleen Signature Event at Campbell Ford.  (See the 
Summer 2011 Saleen Alley for coverage of that event.)  The car was scheduled to be 
shipped to Sturgis, South Dakota for the Sturgis Mustang Rally September 1-5.  My 
husband and I were on I-80 in Indiana, near Campbell Ford on the way to Sturgis and 
offered to drive the car 1,100 miles to Sturgis.  Steve took us up on the offer.  What a 
way to get a real test drive of the car.  In the last issue of Saleen Alley, my husband 
did a review of his test drive with Steve Saleen in the passenger seat.  Steve wasn’t 
along for this ride, but we did have instructions to keep the speed below 200 mph! 
 

Being the owner of a supercharged S351 and a supercharged S281, my definition of 
performance is different than the typical driver.  Of course, I would have preferred to 
drive a Supercharged Black Label 302, but the White Label, naturally aspirated (non-
supercharged) version was not a disappointment.   

 

My turn to drive was on Sunday, September 28.  I drove through Iowa and 
across South Dakota to Sturgis which is in Western South Dakota, 30 miles 
from Wyoming.  The morning started around Des Moines, Iowa with a little 
unsettled weather.  Sections on I-29 North were flooded the week before my 
drive through the area.  Sand bags lined parts of the interstate.  While listening 
to the FM radio, I was startled by the weather alert tone on the radio.  The an-
nouncement gave a storm warning that included I-29 from mile markers 105 to 
125.  I was at mile 121 heading north, towards mile 125.  The report said that 
there were 60 mph winds and damaging hail on the way at 40 mph, headed 
south-east.  I was heading north at 70 mph, towards blue sky in front of me, but 
dark  skies and lightning to my left (west).  It looked like a wall of night-time 
surrounded me.  The dash lights automatically changed to the night setting.  I 
was relieved to make it past the bad weather with only a wet car.  Yes, Steve, I 

got your car wet, and I got bugs on the bumper and windshield.  I didn’t even have to clean it!  That is my husband’s job.  (Right now 
he is detailing Steve’s car while I am writing this article.) 
 

Alabama and Beach Boys CDs kept me company for the drive across South Dakota.  The Shaker 500 audio system sounds great, 
and I like the extensive information available on the display.  I really enjoyed driving a legal 75 mph.  In Pennsylvania, 65 mph is the 
maximum legal speed.  I was following my husband who was driving our motorhome with our 2007 S281 tucked away in the enclosed 
car hauler trailer.  I stayed back a few times so that I could enjoy having to catch up.  There was no traffic on I-90 through much of 
South Dakota.  I accelerated to 100 mph without even feeling vibration.  The car was so easy to drive.  I only had to lightly grasp the 
steering wheel to maintain my heading.  My eyes told me that I was in fact going fast, but the stable, vibration free ride didn’t match 
what my eyes were seeing. 
 

In addition to performance, the fuel economy is also astounding.  The car is rated at 28 mpg on the 
highway.  Of course, that isn’t rated at 75+ mph.  I kept track of the mpg for my drive.  On the flat 
highway of I-29 in Iowa and part of I-90 in South Dakota, the digital mpg reading was 25.2 mpg, at 
a constant 70 – 80 mph!  When I got into the rolling hills of Eastern South Dakota, the reading was 
24.5 mpg.  As I got into the real hills of South Dakota, the reading went down only to 23.5 mpg and 
then up to 23.7 mpg.  Now remember, that mpg was at 75+ mph and accelerating at will for the 
sheer fun of driving Steve’s car!  Steve reminded me that using the cruise control should improve 
the mile per gallon, even at 75+ mph. 
 

I am accustomed to driving a high performance Saleen, and this Steve Saleen SMS 302 White Label version, in my opinion, really is 
the amazing, high performance value that Steve Saleen has advertised. 
  
Now I would like to tell you about the beauty of the vast grasslands that I drove through.  The lack of traffic, houses, businesses, 
trucks, and people was notable.  I passed through over 300 miles of beautiful land.  I was surprised at the absence of cattle and other 
animals.  I noticed only one lone horse grazing amidst hundreds of round bales of hay. I also observed that South Dakota doesn’t 
waste their time cutting the median and sides of the highway just for beauty.  The areas were cut and the grass was baled.  Every 
thirty miles or so, I saw a cluster of buildings and then back to grasslands and scattered clusters of trees.  I can only wonder how long 
it takes students to get to their school each day.   
 

If you have ever driven I-90 in South Dakota, you know about Wall Drug.  Signs announce it for what seemed to be 100 miles.  Wall 
Drug was once the only stop in the middle of the long trip across South Dakota.  To attract customers, the owner offered free ice wa-
ter.  Now today that seems easy, but when Wall Drug opened, ice water was a real treat. 
 

The real beauty of nature can be observed by taking the scenic loop through the Badlands from exit 131.  Exit 61 is the exit for Rapid 
City.  This is the exit to go to Keystone, South Dakota, through Custer State Park, to Mount Rushmore, and to Crazy Horse Monu-
ment.  Exit 30 is one of the exits to Sturgis, South Dakota for the Annual Sturgis Bike Week, and for the Annual Labor Day Weekend 
Sturgis Mustang Rally.  The 1,100 mile test drive was only the beginning of my month long road trip. 
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Above and below: September 28, 2011 scenes from the driver’s seat of Steve Saleen’s SMS 302 White Label Mustang #11-003 on 
the drive from Des Moines, Iowa through South Dakota on the way to the September 1-5, 2011 Sturgis Mustang Rally in Sturgis, 
South Dakota. 

Steve Saleen’s #11-003 SMS White Label 302 Mustang 

Below and right: Scenes from the 
driver’s seat on I-90 West, South Dakota. 
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Sturgis and Deadwood, South Dakota 
 

Sturgis, South Dakota is located in Mead County, near Fort 
George Gordon Meade.  In August 1876 a temporary United 
States military camp was established on Spring Creek and 
named Camp Sturgis, in honor of the gallant Lieut. J. G. Sturgis, 
or "Jack Sturgis," who fought and fell with Custer on the hills 
overlooking the Little Big Horn.  In 1878 Fort Meade was estab-
lished as a cavalry fort to protect the new settlements in the 
northern Black Hills, especially the nearby gold mining area 
around Deadwood.  Several stage and freighting routes passed 
through Fort Meade enroute to Deadwood.  For most of the time 
since 1878 there has been some military presence at Fort 
Meade.  Fort Meade still serves as a training site for the South 
Dakota National Guard and an Army National Guard Officer 
Candidate School.  It is also home of Fort Meade National 
Cemetery. 
 

Deadwood is named for the dead trees that are found in its 
gulches (deep V-shaped valleys formed by erosion).  In 1874, 
Colonel George Armstrong Custer led an expedition into the 
Hills and announced the discovery of gold on French Creek, 
near present-day Custer, South Dakota.  Custer's announce-
ment triggered the Black Hills Gold Rush and gave rise to the 
lawless town of Deadwood, which quickly reached a population 
of around 5,000.   
 

Deadwood attained notoriety for the murder of Wild Bill Hickok, 
and Mount Moriah Cemetery remains the final resting place of 
Hickok and Calamity Jane.  Jane greatly admired Hickok (to the 
point of infatuation).  After Hickok was killed during a poker 
game on August 2, 1876, Calamity Jane claimed to have been 
married to Hickok and that Hickok was the father of her child 
(Jane), who she said was born on September 25, 1873.  No 
records are known to exist which prove the birth of a child, and 
the romantic slant to the relationship might have been fabrica-
tion.  During the period that the alleged child was born, she was 
working as a scout for the army.   In 1893, Calamity Jane 
started to appear in Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show as a horse 
rider and a trick shooter.  August 1, 1903, she died at the age of 
51.  Calamity Jane was buried at Mount Moriah Cemetery 
(South Dakota), next to Wild Bill Hickok.  Four of the men who 
planned her funeral later stated that since Wild Bill Hickok had 
“absolutely no use” for Jane while he was alive, they decided to 
play a posthumous joke on Wild Bill Hickok by giving Calamity 
an eternal resting place by his side.  
 

This information is from the following webpages: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sturgis,_South_Dakota 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Meade_(South_Dakota) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deadwood,_South_Dakota 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calamity_Jane 

Steve Saleen at the 2011 
Sturgis Mustang Rally 
 

The 2011 Sturgis Mustang Rally 5.0 visit 
was Steve Saleen’s first trip to the Black Hills of South Dakota, 
home of Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse Memorial, Custer State 
Park, the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, and the Sturgis Mustang 
Rally.  On Wednesday, August 31, 2011 
Steve and Liz Saleen were met at the 
Rapid City, South Dakota Airport with 
Steve’s SMS White Label 302 that was 
driven from Michigan by Rudy and Betsy 
Beyer.  (See the “Test Drive” article on page 8.) 
 

Steve and Liz were escorted to their hotel in Deadwood, South 
Dakota.  They drove through the historic Main Street, past the 
spot where Jack McCall, Wild Bill Hickok’s assassin was cap-
tured.  Their drive then went to Mount Moriah Cemetery where 
Wild Bill Hickok is buried.  Steve and Liz declined the 
“opportunity” to walk the steep, winding road to the top of the hill 
to see the grave.  After the brief tour, Steve and Liz Saleen and 
Betsy and Rudy Beyer drove to the Thunder Dome in Sturgis 
where they were greeted by Ed and Lisa Hinker, Frank Lawton, 
Brian Pect, and other members of the rally staff.  Ed Hinker 
treated Steve, Liz, Rudy, Betsy, and others to the local favorite, 
steak tips at the Loud American. 
 

Thursday, September 1 was a day of touring for Steve and Liz 
Saleen.  Rudy and Betsy Beyer led the drive as they partici-
pated in the Northern Hills Fun Run for early registrants.  The 
stops were the Sturgis Kickstart, the Sturgis Knuckle Saloon, 
and the Deadwood First Gold Casino/Hotel.  They collect 
stamps from the three tour stops to qualify for 3 cards and a 
chance to win prizes.  Betsy won dinner and a night’s stay at a 

(Continued on page 11) 
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hotel in Deadwood.   
 

After setting up banners at the Thunder Dome rally site, Rudy and Betsy Beyer escorted Steve and Liz Saleen for a drive from Sturgis, 
through Rapid City and Keystone, to Mount Rushmore National Memorial to view the 60 foot mountain sculpture of the heads of U.S. 
Presidents George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln.  (The sculpture was completed by 
Gutzon Borglum between 1934 and 1939.)  Steve and Liz Saleen and Betsy and Rudy Beyer took the short walk to view the presi-
dents’ faces from up close, at the base of the mountain.   
 

A short hail storm chased them indoors where they viewed the museum displays.  Steve really enjoyed the exhibit where he got to 
take his turn at pushing the plunger that activated audio and video of a blast that was done in the carving of the mountain.  The rain 
and hail stopped in time for the evening tribute program on the outdoor stage.  The short movie presentation was playing while the 
distant thunder and lightning added dramatic background effects.  Steve commented, “What a sound system!” 
 

Friday, September 2 the touring continued as Steve, Liz, Rudy, and Betsy participated in the Sturgis 
Mustang Rally Poker Run.  They got a late start, so they followed most of the Poker Run, but they 
drove the route in reverse.  They headed south on U.S. Route 385 through Deadwood to Boondocks, 
a 1950’s retro complex with 1950’s style gas station, gift shop, and drive up restaurant. 

 

They continued on U.S. Route 385 through Hill City.  Instead of 
following the rest of the tour, they made a stop at Crazy Horse 
Memorial for a late lunch and tour of the museum.  In addition to 
Steve's love of high performance cars, he also loves Native 
American history.  At lunch he reviewed the history of the Battle 
of Bull Run and Custer’s misjudgment of battle readiness of the 
Native Americans.  Custer was out numbered by four to one, but 
in the past that didn’t matter.  The Native Americans were using 
bows and arrows, and the soldiers were using rifles.  At the Bat-
tle of Bull Run, Custer and his men were surprised that the Na-
tive Americans picked up and used the weapons of the U.S. sol-
diers that were killed in battle.  The Native Americans had the advantage of outnumbering the 
U.S. soldiers, and they had the riffles of the soldiers.    
 

After the visit to Crazy Horse Memorial, Steve and Liz continued their drive on the Needles High-
way to Sylvan Lake.  Steve was unsuccessful in his search to see the buffalo.  The Wildlife Loop Road in Custer State Park is where 

(Continued from page 10, Steve Saleen at the 2011 Sturgis Mustang Rally) 

(Continued on page 12) 

Above, left: Mount Rushmore sculpture.  The faces of the presidents took on a distinctive look after the rain darkened the granite 
stone of the mountain.  Above, middle and right: The faces of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln viewed from the walking 
path at the base of the mountain sculpture. 

Above: Sylvan Lake. 
Left 3 photos: Needles High-
way. 
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the “Buffalo Roam”.  It was then time to return to the Thunder Dome for the evening Mustang Round-Up Mixer and Launch Box Com-
petition.  The competition is a single car timed event that is a test of acceleration and braking.  Each competitor starts in the desig-
nated launch box and races to the stop box 60 feet away.  The driver must stop in the Stop Box.  1st placed received $500, 2nd place 
received $300, and 3rd place received $200. 

Saturday, September 3 was the day for the Jacobsen Ford Show 
and Shine on Main Street, Sturgis.  Cars stopped at the staging 
area located at the Sturgis Community Center.  Each group had an 
assigned time to arrive to receive a dash card, have a photo taken, 
and line up for the short drive to the assigned section on Main 

Street.  The registration and parking process was very well organ-
ized!  Saleen vehicles were parked together on a side street with 
the SMS tent stationed at the head of the street.  561 Mustangs 
were part of the judged show and shine, and 251 Mustangs were 
parked for display only.  An impressive 812 Mustangs were part of 
the Saturday Show and Shine. 

(Continued from page 11, Steve Saleen at the 2011 Sturgis Mustang Rally) 

(Continued on page 13) 

Above, left: Scale model of Crazy Horse Mountain Carving with 
the mountain carving in the background. 
Above, right: Crazy Horse Mountain Carving. 

Crazy Horse Memorial 
 

The Crazy Horse Memorial is the world’s largest mountain carving.   
Crazy Horse was the Native American war leader of the Oglala 
Lakota.  The memorial site includes the mountain carving, Crazy 
Horse Indian Museum of North America, Sculptor's Log Studio Home and Workshop, and the Native American Cultural Educational 
Center.  The Memorial's mission is to honor the culture, tradition, and living heritage of North American Indians.  The foundation’s 
website is www.crazyhorsememorial.org. 
 

The mountain carving was started by Sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski and Lakota Chief Henry Standing Bear on June 3, 1948.  Korczak 
Ziolkowski had a successful career doing sculptures in New England, Boston, and New York.  He assisted Gutzon Borglum at Mount 
Rushmore during the summer of 1939.  Korczak worked on the mountain, without pay, until his death on October 20, 1982.  The pro-
ject is being continued by the Ziolkowski family.  The face of Crazy Horse was completed in 1998.  Since that time, work has focused 
on blocking out the horse’s head.   
 

The menu at the restaurant contains the following interesting information: “Laughing Water Restaurant is named for the creek whose 
head waters are at the base of Crazy Horse Mountain.  Laughing Creek flows south from the mountain through Crazy Horse Memorial 
property joining with French Creek.  During the drought of the 1930's, Laughing Creek never went dry.  People from miles around 
came in their horse drawn wagons to fill their water barrels." 
 

The evening program is the Legends in Light, a spectacular multi-media laser light show that is projected on the mountain while a 
magnificent musical score plays.  The presentation is the story of the American Indians, their history and cultures, as well as the story 
if the Crazy Horse Memorial. 
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While SOEC members were at the SMS tent, the squeal and 
screech of tires could be heard.  The first thought was wondering 
who was crazy enough to burn rubber at the event.  Everyone soon 
realized that The Hot Laps Experience was being held by the Miller 
Motorsports professional drivers.  Rides in a Ford Racing Mustang 
GT were being held at Lynn’s Dakotamart between 2nd and 3rd 
Streets.   

 

At noon, Sturgis Real Estate Company and Promotions had the 2nd 
Annual Sturgis Mustang Auction where all things Mustang were 
auctioned to help raise money for the Sturgis Mustang Rally.  The 
show ended at 4:00 P.M. and participants gathered at the Thunder 
Dome to line up for the Mustang Parade.  The Sturgis Mustang 
Rally SMS Mustang was near the front of the parade through Stur-
gis, onto I-90 West, to US Highway 85, back to I-90 East, and 
through Sturgis to the Sturgis Drag Way.   

At the Sturgis Drag Way, participants were allowed three practice 
runs to determine their bracket.  The racing was an elimination 
event in which the loser of each race was eliminated, with the win-
ner racing again until a total of 16 were left.  From the Sweet 16, 
racers won cash prizes, and raced for the Elite 8, Fantastic 4, and 
Dynamic Duo, to determine the 1st and 2nd place winners.  Cash 
prizes and trophies were awarded. 

Steve arrived at the drag strip in time to see the funny car at the 
starting line.  The crew fired up the engine, and it stalled.  They 
went through the starting routine again, and the car stalled again.  
Steve Saleen was behind the barrier at the starting line.  He was 
commenting on what was wrong, and it seemed as though he was 
ready to jump the barrier and help with the crew.  Time didn’t allow 
for another try so the car was pushed off the starting line!  
 

Round one of the Autocross Competition was held on Friday afternoon and the 2nd Round and Finals were held on Sunday, Septem-

(Continued from page 12, Steve Saleen at the 2011 Sturgis Mustang Rally ) 

(Continued on page 14) 

Sturgis Mustang 
Rally SMS 302 
built by Steve 
Saleen’s SMS 

Supercars 
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ber 4.  Participants finishing in the Sweet 16, Elite 8, Fantastic 4, Dynamic Duo for 1st and 2nd place won cash prizes and trophies. 
 

After the Autocross Competition, the Miller Motorsports professional drivers gave rides in their Ford Racing Mustang GTs. 

Sunday evening, September 4, the Sturgis Mustang Rally Dice Roll was held.  Steve Saleen’s SMS Supercars’ one of a kind Sturgis 
Mustang Rally Mustang was up for grabs.  All registered participants had the opportunity to roll six dice and spell the word “SALEEN” 
to win the Mustang.  NO ONE rolled “SALEEN” so the Mustang was held for the Sunday evening auction.  
 

While participants waited for the results of the dice roll, Steve Saleen had another signature session.  Free, signed SMS Supercars 
posters were given to fans that waited in line. 

The SMR Banquet was held on Sunday evening, September 4.  
The Thunder Dome was filled with anxious participants.  The Show 
and Shine Awards were presented after dinner and Autocross win-
ners were announced and presented their cash awards and tro-
phies.  Following the awards, the SMR Auction was held. 

(Continued from page 13, Steve Saleen at the 2011 Sturgis Mustang Rally ) 

(Continued on page 15) 

Below, left to right: SMR awards, auctioning of the Sturgis Mus-
tang Rally Beverage Refrigerator, Steve Saleen describing the 
Sturgis Mustang Rally SMS 302 that was being auctioned. 
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Since the SMS 302 Sturgis Mustang Rally Mustang was not won 
during the dice roll, it was auctioned.  The winning bid of $56,000 
was made by Morris and LaVonne Brosnan from Blackhawk, South 
Dakota.  LaVonne’s birthday was on August 30.  HAPPY BIRTH-
DAY, LaVonne! 

After the auction, Steve Saleen gave a 
Power Point Presentation about his Past, 
Present, and Future.  The presentation 
started with a photo of a very young 

Steve Saleen on his tricycle!  Steve continued through his racing career and many successful champion-
ships, to the development of the Saleen S7, and to the success of the Larbre Competition Saleen S7R that 
won the GT1 category of the 2010 24 Hours of Le Mans.  SMS Supercars is the Steve’s current company 
that produces SMS Challengers and SMS Mustangs.  His work to produce the SMS Camaro was also men-
tioned.  The audience was very receptive and attentive.  Many people in the audience were unfamiliar with 
Steve Saleen’s extensive career.  He made a favorable impression with his new fans in South Dakota. 
 

The 2011 Sturgis Mustang Rally concluded with a Mustang Rodeo at the Thunder Dome on Monday morn-
ing, September 5.  Competitors had to navigate around barrels and pop balloons.  Their score was made up 
from the number of balloons popped and the time it took to complete the course. 
 

The Sturgis Mustang Rally truly has something for everyone!  Steve Saleen is working on the details for his 
return for the 2012 Sturgis Mustang Rally.  He wants to see the Devil Tower in Wyoming, and he has 
yet to visit the Badlands.  

(Continued from page 14, Steve Saleen at the 2011 Sturgis 
Mustang Rally) 

Above, left to right: Steve Saleen, LaVonne Brosnan, and 
Morris Brosnan, new owners of the Special Edition Sturgis Mus-
tang Rally SMS Supercars 302 Mustang. 

Above: Three versions of the revived Boss 302, built to honor the 1970 Boss 302 that won the 1970 Trans Am Championship, were 
at the Sturgis Mustang Rally.  The 50resto.com crew had two Boss 302 Mustangs at the show. Steve Saleen asked them to park with 
the Grabber Orange Parnelli Jones Saleen to illustrate the different versions of the Boss 302.  Left - Red Ford Boss 302, middle - 
Black Ford Boss 302 Laguna Seca Edition, and right - 2007 Grabber Orange Parnelli Jones Boss 302 Saleen with Shaker Hood, lou-
vers, rear deck wing, and hockey shaped side stripes.    

Above, left to right: Ed Hinker and Steve Saleen beside the 
Sturgis Mustang Rally SMS 302 Mustang. 

Above: Steve Saleen, left,  
with the 50resto.com crew. 
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Above: Steve Saleen autograph with “POWER IN THE HANDS 
OF A FEW!” 

Above: 2008 Sterling Edition Saleen built as a Drag Racing Car 
and serialized with the ID # DR 26. 
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Elusive Buffalo  
 

Steve Saleen’s search for buffaloes was unsuccessful.  If he 
shows you his photo of a buffalo, ask him where he found it!  
Timing is everything.  These photos were taken around 5:00 
P.M. on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 near the U.S. 385 end of 
Needles Highway, on the way to Crazy Horse Memorial.  Steve 
drove this same road on Friday, September 2, but it was early in 
the afternoon, and the buffaloes where not around when Steve 
passed by.   
 

For information about scenic drives on Needles Highway, Wild-
life Loop Road, and Iron Mountain Road, visit the Custer State 
Park website. 
http://gfp.sd.gov/state-parks/directory/custer/activities/drives.aspx 

Below: Custer State Park, South Dakota.  Getting ready for the 
Annual Buffalo Round Up that was held on September 26, 2011. 

Begging Burros 
http://traveltips.usatoday.com/burros-custer-state-park-10927.html 
 

The Custer State Park burros are feral [having reverted to a wild 
state]. They were introduced into the area by humans and have 
reverted to a wild or semi-wild state.  Specifically, the park’s 
donkey squad descends from pack animals once used for treks 
to the Harney Peak summit. Now naturalized, they often pander 
for food from park tourists in places like the Wildlife Loop Road, 
sometimes causing traffic jams.  Such is their boldness that they 
are often referred to as the “begging burros." 

Below: Custer State Park, 
Wildlife Loop Road.  
Left: Prairie Dog.   
Right, top: Mule Deer.  
Right, bottom: Prairie Dog. 
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 Best Photo Spot on the Mountain 
 

The top level of the parking garage at Mount Rushmore National Memorial is the perfect spot to get a photo of your car with the Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial in the background.  To get to this spot, bear left into the parking area.  Pass the first garage, and turn 
left into the second top level parking area.  Follow the exit signs and park in the last lot on the left. 
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MCA 2012 National Shows  
Check the MCA website at 
www.mustang.org for details and regional 
MCA shows.  

 

March 23-25, 2012 
Gulf Coast Regional Mustang Club 

Pensacola, Florida 
 

April 27-29, 2012 
Northern Utah Mustang Owners Association 

Ivins, Utah 
 

 June 22-24, 2012 
Diablo Valley Mustang Association 

Concord, California 
 

July 20-22, 2012 
Mustang Car Club of New England 

Warwick, Rhode Island 
 

2012 Grand National 
August 31 – September 2, 2012 

Oklahoma Mustang Club 
Mustang, Oklahoma 

Calendar of Events 
 

Please visit www.soec.org/events for 
information on these events and other activities. 
 

Saturday - Sunday, April 21-22, 2012 
Saleen Rally:  

Fabulous Fords Forever Knott’s Weekend 
SMS Supercars, Carona, California 

Knott’s Berry Farm, Buena Park, California 
saleenforums.soec.org/showthread.php?t=11435 

www.fabulousfordsforever.org 
 

June 1-3, 2012 
Carlisle All-Ford Nationals 

Carlisle, PA 
www.carsatcarlisle.com 

 

July 19-22, 2012 
2012 Mustang Roundup & All Ford Picnic 
Bellevue College, Bellevue, Washington 

Steve Saleen Signature Event 
www.mustangsnorthwest.org/2012-mustang-roundup-all-ford-picnic.asp 

 

August 30 - September 3, 2012 
Sturgis Mustang Rally 
Sturgis, South Dakota 

Steve Saleen Signature Event 
www.sturgismustangrally.com 

 

Mid-September 2012 
Steve Saleen’s SMS Supercars 4th Annual Car Show 

SMS World Headquarters  
2735 Wardlow Road, Corona, CA 92660  714-400-2121 

Steve Saleen and SOEC present the SMS Car Show & Rally 
Steve Saleen Signature Event 

Above, below, and right: The photos were taken by SOEC 
member Doug Boring.  Doug was working in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico and took the six and one-half hour drive to Scottsdale, 
Arizona to see the SMS BONDURANT 620 Camaro #001.  
Doug got to spend time with Steve Saleen and the Chevy Team.  
The car was auctioned at the Barrett-Jackson Auction on Janu-
ary 19, 2012.  More details are on page 3.  




